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Abstract: 
The concept of ecosystem services emerged out of the necessity to expand, enhance and broaden nature 
conservation narratives. How has it evolved since then, and how has it changed the way conservation is 
framed? Has it proven effective in the context of nature conservation, or is it diluting the original focus on 
non-human needs?  

Ecosystem services may be seen as a reincarnation of the distinction between beneficial and harmful 
parts of nature that characterised the earliest attempts at selecting what deserved protection. Over time, it 
evolved into an analytical and complex system focusing on the biophysical processes linking nature to 
human well-being. While the ambition is to broaden the appreciation of value, the early emphasis on 
putting monetary values on the human reliance on nature and functioning ecosystems is still visible in the 
narratives used by many conservation organisations.  

How have ecosystem services and arguments changed nature conservation narratives? Has the concept 
of ecosystem services, or its siblings, helped open up for diverse and pluralistic valuation methods for 
ecosystem services? And has this worked as a lever for extended conservation efforts?  

This session links to the broad theme of the economics of ecosystem services. One of the examples of the 
work to be presented is a study based on the different narratives and value-based arguments used to 
promote bird conservation by conservation organisations from around the world. In this context, the 
session will link to the findings of the BirdEcon project (“A bird’s-eye view of how the natural environment 
fits into economics: Searching for alternative paradigms by analysing bird conservation narratives”). 
However, the session is not limited to the BirdEcon project research and is open to submissions from 
others. 

Goals and objectives of the session: 
●​ To discuss the uptake of ecosystem services in conservation narratives. 
●​ To present and discuss ongoing research on which arguments and narratives are used for nature 

conservation and their effectiveness in achieving different conservation outcomes. 
●​ To discuss the pros and cons of the use of ecosystem services and different value frames in nature 

conservation. 
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Planned output / Deliverables: 
Hopefully, the discussions during this session and drawing on the presented papers will lead to a new joint 
discussion paper linking ecosystem services and nature conservation narratives and future collaborations 
around new narratives for conservation. 

Session format: 
This session is planned as a standard conference session with a line of presentations of ongoing and 
completed research. 

Voluntary contributions accepted: 
Yes, I allow any abstract to be submitted to my session for review 

Related to ESP Working Group:  
TWG 8 – Cultural services & Values 

https://www.es-partnership.org/community/workings-groups/thematic-working-groups/twg-8-cultural-services-values/

