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Bert Otten graduated as a biophysicist at the University of Leiden in the Netherlands (cum laude) in 

1978 and defended his doctoral thesis in Leiden (cum laude) in 1983 on the subject of vision and 

biomechanics of fish.  Between 1984 and the present day he is working at the medical faculty of the 

University of Groningen, at the moment with Human Movement Sciences. In that same period he 

worked several times at Harvard University (US), University of Calgary (CAN) and NIH in Bethesda 

(US) as a guest scientist and teacher. Since 2005 he is a full professor of NeuroMechanics in which 

the main theme is the neural control and biomechanics of movements in humans. 


