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Multitrophic pelagic North Sea food web

Å Important link in the food web

Å Biological carbon pump

Å Many benthic organisms have a 
larval stage

Sampling is limited (costly) and 
methodologically difficult



Continuous plankton recorder (CPR)

Å No depth info
Å Time-consuming
Å No coastal data
Å Sampling bias
Å Gelatinous taxa missing



Three plankton imaging case studies:

Å In situ imaging ïDoggersbank

Å On-board imaging ïCoastal North Sea

Å Mobile imaging ïin development



In situ imaging ïDoggersbank 
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Figure from Kröncke & Knust, 1995

72 million segments


