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Abstract 

Equity and justice are multidimensional concepts rooted in a range of scholarly traditions of 

what is considered fair and equitable. However, the ecosystem services research field is still 

starting to address the diversity of justice and equity dimensions to provide a more in-depth 

understanding of their reach. This includes important work recognizing the (un)equal 

distribution of ecosystem services and their benefits across space and time, the need of 

disaggregation of beneficiaries, and unbalanced power relationships. This gap is particularly 

true for Latin America, a geographical-cultural area characterized by ecosystem services 

diversity and strong social inequalities and injustices. This session aims to bring together 

scholarly work from different disciplinary backgrounds, geographical contexts and cultural 

realities within Latin America. Ecosystems assessed may range from terrestrial to marine, 

natural, to working landscapes and urban ecosystems. We invite empirical case studies from 

Latin American regions, showing methodological and conceptual advancements reflecting on 

the role of (in)equity and justice on ecosystem services supply distribution and benefit access 

as well as on feedbacks. 

Goals & Objectives  

Scientific exchange on advancements of scientific work in Latin America for this growing 

strand of literature. Work on regional collaborations and networks, and plan future outcomes 

in the frame of the ESP “Equity in ES research” working group. We seek and will promote an 

explicit integration of local Latin American networks into the “Equity in ES research” working 

group. 

Planned output  

Further development of the scholars’ network in Latin America 

1.5 h: presentations (5x10 min) + joint discussion 

1:5 h: A “solution room” where participants share experiences around specific topics selected 

from the presentation part of the session. This exchange is intended to deepen common 

understanding and interest on two main elements:  

 On the ground (practical) difficulties confronted by researchers when investigating 

ES/equity and justice linkages in Latin America 



 Conceptual difficulties faced when working with ES/equity and linkages in Latin America 

The output of this part of the session will be a review of solutions to the above-mentioned 

problems with insights for Latin American and global settings. 

Session format 

Further development of the scholars’ network in Latin America 

1.5 h: presentations (5x10 min) + joint discussion 

1:5 h: A “solution room” where participants share experiences around specific topics selected 

from the presentation part of the session. This exchange is intended to deepen common 

understanding and interest on two main elements:  

 On the ground (practical) difficulties confronted by researchers when investigating 

ES/equity and justice linkages in Latin America 

 Conceptual difficulties faced when working with ES/equity and linkages in Latin America 

The output of this part of the session will be a review of solutions to the above-mentioned 

problems with insights for Latin American and global settings. 

Acceptance of voluntary contributions 

Yes, I allow any abstract to be submitted to my session for review. 

Relation to ESP Working Groups or National Networks 

Thematic Working Groups: TWG 20 - Equity in ES research 

https://www.es-partnership.org/community/workings-groups/thematic-working-groups/twg-20-equity-in-ecosystem-services-research/

